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AMENDMENTS IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A footwear article conveyer adapted for use with a plurality of 
carriers so as to carry footwear articles through a series of wort stations, said conveyer . 
comprising: 

an article-conveying line adapted to extend through the work stations, adapted to receive 
the carriers thereon and to permit sliding movement of the carriers thereon, and having an article- 
loading end and an article-unloading end , wherein said article-conveying line includes a pair of 
parallel first sliding rails adapted to permit sliding movement of the carriers thereon: 

a first driving unit adapted to drive intermittently the carriers to move simultaneously 
along said article-conveying line by a predetermined distance each tim e, wherein said foist 
driving unit includes a pair of first driving rollers that are respectively disposed adjacent to said article- 
loading end and said article-unloading end of said atticle-conveving hne, and a chain that is trained on said 
first driving rollers and that is adapted to engage releasablv each of the camera so as to drive the carriers to 
slide cm said fi rst sliding rails: 

a camer-retoning line separate from said article-conveying line and having a carrier- 
loading end and a carrier-unloading end , wherein said carrier-returning line includes a pair of 
parallel second sliding rails adapted to permit sliding movement of said one of the carriers 
thereon, and disposed above said first sliding rails: 

a first shifting unit adapted to shift one of the carriers, which is disposed at said article- 
unloading end of said article-conveying line, from said article-conveying line to said earner- 
loading end of said carrier-returning line; 

a second driving . unit adapted to drive said one of the carriers to move along said caxrier- 
returning line from said carrier-loading end to said carrier-unloading en d, wherein said second 
driving unit includes a pair of second driving rollers feat are respectively disposed adjacent to said earner- 
loading end and said carrier-unloading end of said carrier-returning line, and a belt that is trained on said 
second drivin g rollers and ftat has a toothed outer surface which is adapted to engage fiictionallv said one of 
the camera so as to drive said one of the carriers to slide on said second sliding rail: and 

a second shifting unit adapted to shift said one of the carriers from said carrier-unloading 
end of said carrier-returning line to said article-loading end of said article-conveying line; 

wherein said first shifting unit includes a first vertical support, a first stage mounted 
movablv on said first vertical support, and a first hydraulic cylinder connected to said first stage 
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so as to move hvdxaulically said first stage between a first lower position, in which said first 
stage is disposed at a first level corresponding to said article-unloading end of said article- 
convevine line, thereby permitting horizontal shifting of said one of the carriers to said first 
stage, and a first upper position, in which said first stage is disposed at a second level 
corresponding to said carrier-loading end of said carrier-returning line, thereby permitting 
horizontal shifting of said one of the carriers to said 9anier-loading end of said carrier-returning 
line, and wherein said first shifting unit further includes a horizontal hydraulic cylinder that is 
connected to the first hydraulic cylinder so as to be movable therewith, and that is operable to 
move said one of the earners from said first stage to said carrie r-lnadinp ; end of said earner- 
returning line. 

2-7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) The footwear article conveyer of Claim [[7]] i, wherein said 
carrier-returning line has a horizontal section extending from said carrier-loading end of said 
carrier returning line, and an inclined section extending inclinedly and downwardly from said 
horizontal section to said earner-unloading end of said carrier-returning line, said cairier- 
retuming line further including a stopper that is mounted movably on said carrier-unloading end 
of said earner-returning line and that is operable to control time of shifting of said one of the 
carriers from said carrier-unloading end of said carrier-returning line to said article-loading end 
of said article-conveying line. 

9. (original) The footwear article conveyer of Claim 8, wherein said second shifting 
unit includes a second vertical support, a second stage mounted slidably on said second vertical 
support, and a second hydraulic cylinder connected to said second stage so as to move 
hydraulically said second stage between a second upper position, in which said second stage is 
disposed at a third level corresponding to said carrier-unloading end of said earner-returning 
line, thereby permitting horizontal shifting of said one of the carriers to said second stage, and a 
second lower position, in which said second stage is disposed at a fourth level corresponding to 
said article-loading end of said article-conveying line, thereby permitting horizontal shifting of 
said one of the carriers to said article-loading end of said article-conveying line. 
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